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Speaking game

2+ players 

•	 Cut out the cards along the dotted lines.
•	 Shuffle the cards and place them face down on a table.
•	 Player 1 takes a card. No other players should be allowed to see the word or phrase 	

on the card.
•	 Player 1 then has one minute to describe the word or phrase on the card, without using 

any of the words on the card. The other players try to guess the word on Player 1’s card.
•	 When a player has guessed correctly, Player 1 hands them the card. If nobody guesses 	

correctly, the card is returned face down to the table and the cards are then mixed up.
•	 The game ends when all the cards have been correctly guessed. 
•	 The winner is the player who has guessed the most cards correctly.

tailback
Unit 3

don’t judge a 
book by its cover
Unit 14

cast
Unit 22

complementary 
medicine
Unit 33

nursery rhyme
Unit 3

ups and downs
Unit 16

compost
Unit 24

keyhole surgery
Unit 33

eyesore
Unit 4

hero
Unit 17

shopaholic
Unit 25

meticulous
Unit 33

furniture
Unit 6

gossip
Unit 17

landfill site
Unit 28

mayor
Unit 34

paunch
Unit 7

peer pressure
Unit 18

carbon footprint
Unit 28

smuggling
Unit 35

gallop
Unit 9

pomegranate
Unit 20

poaching
Unit 29

ransom
Unit 38

sprint
Unit 9

radish
Unit 20

vaccine
Unit 30

rumour
Unit 41

stench
Unit 12

corkscrew
Unit 20

spam
Unit 31

microscope
Unit 42

✁



Oxford Word Skills
Advanced Speaking game

Oxford University Press © 2009

paternity leave
Unit 44

egg sb on
Unit 52

let your hair 
down
Unit 60

depreciate
Unit 74

shareholder
Unit 46

retaliate
Unit 52

trial and error
Unit 61

vandalize
Unit 75

plummet
Unit 47

posthumously
Unit 53

good as gold
Unit 62

substitute (n)
Unit 76

yield (n)
Unit 47

phoney (n)
Unit 53

drag sth out
Unit 63

at short notice
Unit 77

squander
Unit 48

trivial
Unit 54

beauty is only 
skin deep
Unit 66

wicked
Unit 78

shortfall
Unit 48

setback
Unit 54

prevention is 
better than cure
Unit 66

worthless
Unit 78

prioritize
Unit 49

ruins
Unit 55

concise
Unit 67

forever
Unit 79

train of thought
Unit 49

in mint condition
Unit 55

superfluous
Unit 67

pass away
Unit 80

ballot
Unit 50

scrape through
Unit 56

outline sth
Unit 69

procrastinate
Unit 50

flop (n)
Unit 56

protagonist
Unit 70

pet hate
Unit 51

rip-off
Unit 58

genetics
Unit 72

giggle
Unit 51

tight-fisted
Unit 58

sway
Unit 72
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